Dear (recipient’s name here),

I was concerned to see that the menu of your restaurant features shark fin soup, and

wondered whether you are aware of the problems facing shark populations

worldwide?

Sharks have been on the planet for around 400 million years, and as top predators

they play a very important role in marine ecosystems. Sharks are slow-growing, late to

mature, and do not reproduce often – this means that shark populations are

particularly vulnerable to overfishing and recover slowly, if at all. Consequently, shark populations are declining rapidly due to the immense fishing pressure exerted on them. One third of European shark populations are considered Threatened (Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable) under IUCN Red List criteria.

Shark finning, the practice of cutting off a sharks fins and discarding the carcass at

sea, is a key component of the fishing pressure exerted upon sharks, and is driven

by increasing demand for shark fins. The disparity in the high value of shark fins

compared to shark meat provides an incentive for the wasteful and unsustainable

practice of shark finning. 

Approximately 73 million sharks a year are killed to meet the demand of the international shark trade, and limited regulations currently exist to control this trade. It is estimated that the market for shark fin soup is growing by more than 5% each year.

I understand that shark fin soup is a traditional delicacy in some Asian cultures, but

the growth of this market is unsustainable and contributes to the decline of shark

populations globally. I strongly urge you to consider removing shark fin soup from

your menu, and to explain to your customers why you are taking this decision, as

public awareness of this issue is essential to improving shark conservation

worldwide.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I would be grateful if you could let me

know how you plan to address these concerns.

For more information, please visit www.sharkwater.com and www.sharktrust.org
Yours sincerely,

(your name here)
(Your country here)
For the International Shark Campagne
