Dear (recipient’s name here),

I am concerned to see that you have shark cartilage products on sale, and wondered whether you are aware of the problems facing shark populations worldwide?

Sharks have been on the planet for around 400 million years, and as top predators they play an important role in marine ecosystems. Sharks are slow-growing, late to mature, and do not reproduce often – this means that shark populations are particularly vulnerable to overfishing and recover slowly, if at all. Consequently, shark populations are declining rapidly due to the immense fishing pressure exerted on them. One third of European shark populations are considered Threatened (Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable) under IUCN Red List criteria.

I understand that shark cartilage is commonly procured as a by-product of shark fisheries. However, all commercial products provide added incentive for unsustainable shark fisheries, and serve to boost the value of dead sharks rather than encourage the value of live sharks. Although the Shark Trust supports full utilisation of sharks landed, unsustainable shark fishing is a threat to shark populations worldwide, and the sale of products from such fisheries threatens to deplete vulnerable species. 
Shark cartilage products are commonly produced using cartilage from the Spiny Dogfish (Squalus acanthias) or Blue Shark (Prionace glauca). The Spiny Dogfish is listed in the 2006 IUCN Red List assessment as globally Vulnerable (i.e. facing a high risk of extinction in the wild), with North Atlantic, North Pacific and South American stocks all listed in a threat category (Vulnerable, Endangered or Critically Endangered). Until recently this species was among the most abundant shark species in the world, but has been heavily exploited in poorly regulated fisheries that often target pregnant females. The 2006 IUCN Red List assessment listed the Northeast Atlantic population of the Blue Shark as Vulnerable. This species is highly migratory, and it is likely that the entire Atlantic population of Blue Sharks is under threat. Blue Sharks are among the most heavily fished sharks in the world, and are often caught as bycatch. 
Although shark cartilage may be a popular supplement, the market for such products is unsustainable while cartilage is procured from endangered species, and continued sale of these products contributes to the decline of shark populations globally. Furthermore, there have to date been no rigorous clinical trials providing evidence of the efficacy of commercial shark cartilage supplements in treating conditions such as arthritis and cancer. I strongly urge you to consider removing shark cartilage products from your stores, and to explain to your customers why you are taking this decision, as public awareness of this issue is essential to improving shark conservation worldwide. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I would be grateful if you could let me know how you plan to address these concerns. 

For more information, please visit www.sharkwater.com and www.sharktrust.org.

Yours sincerely, 

(Your name here)
(Your country here)
For the International Shark Campagne
